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Crypto
+ Wealth

FTX Warns of Bankruptcy Without
Rescue for $8 Billion Shortfall

Bankman-Fried said his firm faced up to $8 billion shortfall
Binance bailed on FTX takeover, citing finances and probes

By Gillian Tan
9 November 2022 at 16:57 GMT�5 Updated on 9 November 2022 at 22:31 GMT�5

Sam Bankman-Fried told FTX.com investors Wednesday that without a cash injection the company would
need to file for bankruptcy, according to a person with direct knowledge of the matter.

On a call before Binance pulled an about-face and bailed on its takeover offer, Bankman-Fried informed
investors his crypto exchange faced a shortfall of up to $8 billion and needed $4 billion to remain solvent,
the person said, asking not to be named discussing private talks. FTX is attempting to raise rescue financing
in the form of debt, equity, or a combination of the two, the person said.

“I f---ed up,” Bankman-Fried told investors on the call, according to people with knowledge of the
conversation. He said he would be “incredibly, unbelievably grateful” if investors could help.
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An FTX representative declined to comment.

The acknowledgment of his firm’s deepening troubles and limited options is a stunning turn for the crypto
industry’s onetime wunderkind, who was once worth $26 billion and likened to John Pierpont Morgan. It
also underscores the uncertainty hanging over FTX, its clients and cryptocurrency markets. 

Hanging in the balance as the exchange teeters is not just the fate of its investors and lenders but anyone
who has been unable to retrieve customer assets since it halted some withdrawals earlier in the week. The
failure of crypto firms Celsius and Voyager saw billions in client money tied up in bankruptcy proceedings.

FTX has a prominent list of backers such as Sequoia Capital, BlackRock Inc., Tiger Global Management and
SoftBank Group Corp. Sequoia wrote down the full value of its holdings in FTX.com and FTX.us, an
indication that the firm sees no clear path to recouping its investment.

Still, Bankman-Fried remained defiant during a hectic period of roughly 24 hours that included mounting
speculation that Binance wouldn’t go through with the deal. 

He repeatedly told investors during the conference call on Wednesday afternoon that it was simply not true
that Changpeng Zhao was walking away from the takeover, the person said. 

About an hour later, Binance said it was indeed backing out.

Read more: Binance Backs Out of FTX Rescue, Citing Finances, Investigations
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“Our hope was to be able to support FTX’s customers to provide liquidity, but the issues are beyond our
control or ability to help,” Binance, the crypto exchange founded by Zhao, said in a statement.

In addition to the financial strains, FTX is drawing attention from US authorities. 

The Securities and Exchange Commission and the Commodity Futures Trading Commission are
investigating whether the firm properly handled customer funds, as well as its relationship with other parts
of Bankman-Fried’s crypto empire, including his trading house Alameda Research, Bloomberg News
reported Wednesday. Officials from the Justice Department also are working with SEC attorneys, one of the
people said. 

Zhao said in a memo earlier on Wednesday that there was no “master plan” to take over FTX, and that “user
confidence is severely shaken.”

The renewed concern about contagion risk is showing up in the plunging prices of digital assets. Bitcoin fell
below $16,000, the lowest in two years, after Binance’s announcement. 

Coinbase Chief Executive Officer Brian Armstrong said Tuesday in a Bloomberg TV interview that if the deal
with Binance fell through, it would likely mean FTX customers would take losses.

“That’s a not a good thing for anybody,” he said.

For crypto market prices: {CRYP}; for top crypto news: {TOP CRYPTO}.
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— With assistance by Yueqi Yang and Hannah Miller

(Updates with Sequoia Capital writing down FTX investment in the seventh paragraph.)
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U.S. markets close in 1 hour 24 minutes

S&P 500

3,923.10
+174.53 (+4.66%)

Dow 30

33,544.28
+1,030.34 (+3.17%)

Nasdaq

10,993.55
+640.37 (+6.19%)

Russell 2000

1,857.74
+97.34 (+5.53%)

Crude Oil

86.64
+0.81 (+0.94%)

Gold

1,754.50
+40.80 (+2.38%)

FTX Exchange Halts All Crypto Withdrawals

Tue, November 8, 2022 at 4:51 PM · 1 min read

Alex Wong

Tracy Wang

Crypto exchange FTX has halted all non-fiat customer withdrawals, an FTX

support employee confirmed in the company's official Telegram group

Tuesday afternoon.

"Any transfers besides fiat are halted," wrote the FTX Support employee. The

halt highlights the deteriorating condition of the exchange, which was

previously still processing withdrawals, albeit at a slower pace.

Many FTX customers in Telegram posted that they had been waiting hours to

withdraw their funds.

"It's been a full 11 hours since I've requested my withdrawal," one user wrote.

Just hours earlier, FTX co-founder Sam Bankman-Fried tweeted that FTX had

reached a non-binding agreement to be acquired by crypto exchange rival,

Binance. Bankman-Fried tweeted that "all assets will be covered 1:1."
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"It may take a bit to settle etc. -- we apologize for that," added Bankman-

Fried.

SBF · Nov 8, 2022
@SBF_FTX · Follow
1) Hey all: I have a few announcements to make.

Things have come full circle, and FTX.comʼs first, and last,
investors are the same: we have come to an agreement on a
strategic transaction with Binance for FTX.com (pending DD
etc.).

ftx.com

FTX

Cryptocurrency Derivatives Exchange

SBF
@SBF_FTX · Follow

2) Our teams are working on clearing out the
withdrawal backlog as is. This will clear out liquidity
crunches; all assets will be covered 1�1. This is one of
the main reasons weʼve asked Binance to come in. It
may take a bit to settle etc. -- we apologize for that.
11�03 AM · Nov 8, 2022

4.9K Reply Copy link

Read 269 replies

It appears customers can still withdraw their assets to fiat, although opting

for the fiat option could see the funds take up to five business days for

settlement.

Reuters reported FTX saw withdrawals totaling $6 billion in the past several

days, citing an internal message to company employees sent by Bankman-

Fried.

An FTX employee in the Telegram Support chat told panicked customers: "no

eta for now, sorry."
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Zacks

What to Expect from Dillard's (DDS) Q3 Earnings
Dillard's (DDS) third quarter earnings on November 9 will be significant and insightful

into the effects an economic downturn is having on the economy. Earnings estimate

revisions trending higher is a good sign that the company may beat earnings…

Zacks

Dillard's (DDS) Beats Q3 Earnings and Revenue Estimates
Dillard's (DDS) delivered earnings and revenue surprises of 125.05% and 3.61%,

respectively, for the quarter ended October 2022. Do the numbers hold clues to

what lies ahead for the stock?

20 Actors With Martial Arts Skills
This list covers actors and celebs that are actually skilled in one or more martial arts

disciplines, and some of the entries may surprise you…

Benzinga

Dillard's Pops On Q3 Earnings Beat
Dillard’s Inc (NYSE: DDS) reported third-quarter FY22 sales growth of 4.1% year-on-

year to $1.57 billion, beating the consensus of $1.48 million. Total retail sales

increased by 3% for Q3. Sales in comparable stores increased by 3%. Stronger…

CoinDesk

FTX Blowup Puts Trove of Prized Bored Apes at Risk of Liquidation
Yuga Labs, the NFT collective behind the majority of tokens held in the crypto

empire’s wallet, has previously raised capital from FTX Ventures, though Alameda

Research is in control of the wallet.

CoinDesk

Top FTX Lawyer Orders Documents Preserved as Investigations Ramp

Up
FTX US General Counsel Ryne Miller called the turn of events “disappointing.”

The Bahama's biggest marketplace is here
Millions of products at one fully landed price

Reuters

Trading in crypto derivatives surges as investors hedge positions after

FTX shock
Trading volumes in bitcoin futures and exchange traded funds (ETFs) has exploded

as investors scrambled to hedge their positions after this week's slump in digital

tokens triggered by turmoil at crypto exchange FTX. CME bitcoin futures Novembe…

CoinDesk

FTX US Warns of Trading Halt Hours After Bankman-Fried Says It's
'100% Liquid'
FTX US warned that it might halt trading in a banner on its website Thursday.

Yahoo Finance Video

Crypto market facing chaos amid the collapse of FTX
Yahoo Finance’s David Hollerith explains what happened to crypto exchange FTX, the

fallout across the crypto industry, and what it means for investors.
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Always Put A Crayon In Your Wallet

When Traveling
I was all set for my trip, or so I thought.

That's when my friend told me to place a

crayon in my wallet when traveling. The…

Bloomberg

How Binance, FTX Deal Rocked the Crypto World and Then Collapsed
(Bloomberg) -- It’s been a tumultuous few days in the largely unregulated

cryptocurrency world, with mudslinging on Twitter, a shock exchange takeover bid —

which then collapsed — and plunging token values.Most Read from BloombergSam…

CoinDesk

Bitcoin Miner Marathon Digital Misses Q3 Revenue Estimates, Lowers

Hashrate Outlook for 2022
The miner is targeting 9 EH/s for the end of the year, but maintains it will reach 23

EH/s by the middle of 2023.

CoinDesk

Tron’s Justin Sun ‘Putting Together Solution’ for Troubled Crypto

Exchange FTX
Justin Sun, the founder of the Tron cryptocurrency network and Grenada's

ambassador to the World Trade Organization, tweeted late Wednesday that he and

his team were "putting together a solution" with beleaguered cryptocurrency…

20% Faster Performance. How Did They Do It?
Mercedes-AMG Petronas F1 team raced to 20% better performance by using AMD

processors. Read their story to find out how.

CoinDesk

Tron's DAO to Purchase $1B USDT to 'Safeguard' Against Market Slump
USDT slipped to as low as 93 cents in the European afternoon hours.

CoinDesk

Solana Blockchain Hit by FTX Tremors as Nearly $800M SOL Tokens Set

to Be Unstaked
The scheduled-to-be-unlocked SOL tokens represent around 15% of the token’s

circulating supply.

CoinDesk

FTX Website Experiences Temporary Outage, Warns Users Not to Make

Deposits
While the FTX US website remains operational, FTX.com is experiencing widespread

outages.

What Sport Should You Start Playing? Take The Quiz
Answer These Personality Questions and We’ll Tell You What Sport You Should Get

Into Next!

Forkast News

Binance buys FTX: Updates on what it means for the crypto industry
The following is a running compilation of views and comments on Binance’s takeover of the FTX exchange amid speculation of

solvency problems at FTX.
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HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SEARCH SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE...

Search for news, symbols or companies Sign in Mail

Finance Watchlists My Portfolio Crypto Yahoo Finance Plus News Screeners Markets Videos Personal Finance Industries Contact U

Page 16 of 37

https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=GK7GYP0GIS9Ff5ERKc439lF5DYhTXy2GDNY68PnwVuruZdCgAHF3shMV11OqQkHTAfZnB8uDBmfplCnmBQid3YRnxM.BfbF1sAIxFuAiX9laacjTaRWXZbvAbrMxIjzZor77FjPlWFaEFFvgH0zBTLMS780fWFFSPe8ABS0D8_lrdw6HkXn_ZKmCWpQOaMpcv_pFHG1goeJ1lxXpbsLH7KJiyucoqMLqK96TQBwBivdk63UaA97FRkX0zYcUmtCRGlHoMgQAcC6xZDVulbUhD0QQD5gkehNGmP4OC8ygKQhgKTP9q_8TYmy8XxRHtnmRDPQdS4_d1kBitOQ8SDp.L205OYCY9rDFesX0wIhkia.1DQvMNRwLBj0hfWdLQBJQrXhrjrt.fJ2A2iGkSNOnTcnIF.0ccxYn9DejTVSkCsopeZ3FBKVa6wTKq43L3jKajPbdqyhe4dRGRXuSWV7YCtceQBC4KUpprdNc3l9Im7pgUUQVfYThCyfbnjes_l6JK33APFKNe9CslC89.FWHNf7_.hmxbROf7OqxAk33NDCzbMw81VjzqeAYCU3JSEM7MrfT26aJ5ffUbuviI40Hsn.PAgoxcZntWGC_0I4fTPqhPOSniROKr00zdKcP4svW1Vn85Qn5GxFHxAHu8pe7dhHtAXGxyUe2H3jPNFtEjzllPUUwmFMe1OKfX7P04OXePzr40nD209w47tS_9Krmg9x4P.IbPR3OOFbjovY3dAaSQcBzQhwsXFEVDNK96.b4Fj0F.p2ikRk9xyE9L9.k7eYyNPoQnucdKnLvnVA0YihjYD3zclmozs.A8h8-
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/binance-ftx-deal-rocked-crypto-225720384.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/bitcoin-miner-marathon-digital-misses-220944082.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/video/tron-justin-sun-putting-together-151852788.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=quYp5GsGIS_edZNrZ5Nsh8DkB3IyW1IorTIryrZQyodUc9AnSus6Bz1lm5tXRz82mFQPsNwwwUbTykVEY6NmDxE1U6UkoPLknsa6mRQI0ldJgp6rdl8WkXumfGNuzYlWWioTXjHFL4cEhXhcvEfc8790_BWm9bO4dmNUl0R_nK5mYJpIV4.H0FHvH2QMzO5MR1HSrLbJ3W0JBsS.EK9YDreuTLiQPWLuPvYXOdFukFy3tseLwfCTccYsH9kA2Bta1bpODWS.9ecu604q0rSs6X8gGsfAbFN2ePRQJV2nrIYvKqJWujzadU.k0SjIF51qCF3fdWWagSX7tvs8ZSA0m0cWp4zAM9Jlo6bpibakbByPUnLWrE_4L.e0mpxSglcLotcWqjBbLFyhyjHEcBt8DR_8tfKiySpGD27VOFGTlns.pQjvPq9VLpfn5XpSLbSa.E7BteVUU42fFPVxIpCOnnDwVUmYTxvDgUHovja2p6ivgGjiP85v6VgqcSZbWI3VJF41YRBsO6Cp1GDi0dLnaUIguUuMf22h.6b1.P6G4qq7ooE7mDyx82D1bmGkmn96Fgkbjf.VuGky1cYegLWpR9zWC9NCxdAjQRqXF5LdIr9dWfywx7XwCNc0OB7ksdEYQC4E2KnhaG5.XsPGp79HiUnp5JM_TbXKSy02Q8zsuwDzcAhBwJ3o4qja.f6MfJ1W0Y5ABXzTRM3VbvjHsIdqCUwaIIQ.Umm.YWLjsjhKuKHClgFOitqMZLIe5D0Nqb6yZr95n2y1fwUOcw2v8oBtXlHnLshrGyG9VJ_l5YC7E9gVwolL7IFX
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/trons-dao-purchase-1b-usdt-130226246.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/solana-blockchain-hit-ftx-tremors-203942817.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/ftx-website-experiences-temporary-outage-220028159.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=Z_VFUBoGIS9sx72qSRvTKYR0m6kICIz3fxpQ5U9o.0b50.R2aUynKOUR9PYc6yD1.6TFrCGBhX.iUSJimDsYrhcr10vPEDMn.XYg6zWrgAOtQhfKnYrJj6onDxI7zZgDN.dvzyfTAlvrpweem4oLupA76ucsjNcWplq1Zv.D8tRKGr_zSYmFQEevQc5lmqwnqOpHMoqKGhEHcCMMFQL4h.DdHMVFJOJKelSX6VB2KfOjvSslkRxrMqzM_oWf58vAA22Skl7ZZkrN06C9JdFiHjlXlNTNp4JD7lf6Y9_ULLBdvakWieeieGey73DayJ7XrvFVgmZrtt5IpDtKwsal5LibGpAsT6YMEKt_j71IOCSlGqS1O982.Www7bLiiY.VJmKFgIMDQacBTqur0wZf3vcOP3.U1_xr2KjeQ1zW7IqHRaZPzpsnBhddObI_bYkjDaDu.IcUHTjC3sGZ0WAxRMWBgShwzJTCYbjbwk5JYsccTB5nxBHhb__sIsvcovkZsQbbjhhjfluFRNfPcyV4afaDNVU8xZjiBNH6d68WRZLDxHxy6OpHiy3Grr7xgWG7qLJNDgiwNrHfdCMrftnk8CT3X4EUanGOF0dDyDiGvvCtcSqnWQTbRP1dYRdbHckoJxeJLezIPQIlOMgzzCFpFF_ujetHUB_guWC6luP4v_p9Xu1aFQ5hpK_kpCDD6l9UtRvlf7Fv46o0FYPzbGGCi7qlP3fQ5u28GtVhrftiCZzl7Tmn0jfV628VsmUV8cgjURudJYWyxPcNXyv3hq2QuRTzc998.m9OC.3Tnlk1VJXeSsN_
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/binance-buys-ftx-updates-means-030936582.html
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=GK7GYP0GIS9Ff5ERKc439lF5DYhTXy2GDNY68PnwVuruZdCgAHF3shMV11OqQkHTAfZnB8uDBmfplCnmBQid3YRnxM.BfbF1sAIxFuAiX9laacjTaRWXZbvAbrMxIjzZor77FjPlWFaEFFvgH0zBTLMS780fWFFSPe8ABS0D8_lrdw6HkXn_ZKmCWpQOaMpcv_pFHG1goeJ1lxXpbsLH7KJiyucoqMLqK96TQBwBivdk63UaA97FRkX0zYcUmtCRGlHoMgQAcC6xZDVulbUhD0QQD5gkehNGmP4OC8ygKQhgKTP9q_8TYmy8XxRHtnmRDPQdS4_d1kBitOQ8SDp.L205OYCY9rDFesX0wIhkia.1DQvMNRwLBj0hfWdLQBJQrXhrjrt.fJ2A2iGkSNOnTcnIF.0ccxYn9DejTVSkCsopeZ3FBKVa6wTKq43L3jKajPbdqyhe4dRGRXuSWV7YCtceQBC4KUpprdNc3l9Im7pgUUQVfYThCyfbnjes_l6JK33APFKNe9CslC89.FWHNf7_.hmxbROf7OqxAk33NDCzbMw81VjzqeAYCU3JSEM7MrfT26aJ5ffUbuviI40Hsn.PAgoxcZntWGC_0I4fTPqhPOSniROKr00zdKcP4svW1Vn85Qn5GxFHxAHu8pe7dhHtAXGxyUe2H3jPNFtEjzllPUUwmFMe1OKfX7P04OXePzr40nD209w47tS_9Krmg9x4P.IbPR3OOFbjovY3dAaSQcBzQhwsXFEVDNK96.b4Fj0F.p2ikRk9xyE9L9.k7eYyNPoQnucdKnLvnVA0YihjYD3zclmozs.A8h8-
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=quYp5GsGIS_edZNrZ5Nsh8DkB3IyW1IorTIryrZQyodUc9AnSus6Bz1lm5tXRz82mFQPsNwwwUbTykVEY6NmDxE1U6UkoPLknsa6mRQI0ldJgp6rdl8WkXumfGNuzYlWWioTXjHFL4cEhXhcvEfc8790_BWm9bO4dmNUl0R_nK5mYJpIV4.H0FHvH2QMzO5MR1HSrLbJ3W0JBsS.EK9YDreuTLiQPWLuPvYXOdFukFy3tseLwfCTccYsH9kA2Bta1bpODWS.9ecu604q0rSs6X8gGsfAbFN2ePRQJV2nrIYvKqJWujzadU.k0SjIF51qCF3fdWWagSX7tvs8ZSA0m0cWp4zAM9Jlo6bpibakbByPUnLWrE_4L.e0mpxSglcLotcWqjBbLFyhyjHEcBt8DR_8tfKiySpGD27VOFGTlns.pQjvPq9VLpfn5XpSLbSa.E7BteVUU42fFPVxIpCOnnDwVUmYTxvDgUHovja2p6ivgGjiP85v6VgqcSZbWI3VJF41YRBsO6Cp1GDi0dLnaUIguUuMf22h.6b1.P6G4qq7ooE7mDyx82D1bmGkmn96Fgkbjf.VuGky1cYegLWpR9zWC9NCxdAjQRqXF5LdIr9dWfywx7XwCNc0OB7ksdEYQC4E2KnhaG5.XsPGp79HiUnp5JM_TbXKSy02Q8zsuwDzcAhBwJ3o4qja.f6MfJ1W0Y5ABXzTRM3VbvjHsIdqCUwaIIQ.Umm.YWLjsjhKuKHClgFOitqMZLIe5D0Nqb6yZr95n2y1fwUOcw2v8oBtXlHnLshrGyG9VJ_l5YC7E9gVwolL7IFX
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=Z_VFUBoGIS9sx72qSRvTKYR0m6kICIz3fxpQ5U9o.0b50.R2aUynKOUR9PYc6yD1.6TFrCGBhX.iUSJimDsYrhcr10vPEDMn.XYg6zWrgAOtQhfKnYrJj6onDxI7zZgDN.dvzyfTAlvrpweem4oLupA76ucsjNcWplq1Zv.D8tRKGr_zSYmFQEevQc5lmqwnqOpHMoqKGhEHcCMMFQL4h.DdHMVFJOJKelSX6VB2KfOjvSslkRxrMqzM_oWf58vAA22Skl7ZZkrN06C9JdFiHjlXlNTNp4JD7lf6Y9_ULLBdvakWieeieGey73DayJ7XrvFVgmZrtt5IpDtKwsal5LibGpAsT6YMEKt_j71IOCSlGqS1O982.Www7bLiiY.VJmKFgIMDQacBTqur0wZf3vcOP3.U1_xr2KjeQ1zW7IqHRaZPzpsnBhddObI_bYkjDaDu.IcUHTjC3sGZ0WAxRMWBgShwzJTCYbjbwk5JYsccTB5nxBHhb__sIsvcovkZsQbbjhhjfluFRNfPcyV4afaDNVU8xZjiBNH6d68WRZLDxHxy6OpHiy3Grr7xgWG7qLJNDgiwNrHfdCMrftnk8CT3X4EUanGOF0dDyDiGvvCtcSqnWQTbRP1dYRdbHckoJxeJLezIPQIlOMgzzCFpFF_ujetHUB_guWC6luP4v_p9Xu1aFQ5hpK_kpCDD6l9UtRvlf7Fv46o0FYPzbGGCi7qlP3fQ5u28GtVhrftiCZzl7Tmn0jfV628VsmUV8cgjURudJYWyxPcNXyv3hq2QuRTzc998.m9OC.3Tnlk1VJXeSsN_
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://mail.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle
https://search.yahoo.com/search/
https://shopping.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/plus
https://www.yahoo.com/everything/
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&.done=https%3A%2F%2Ffinance.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Fftx-exchange-halts-crypto-withdrawals-215125509.html&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?pspid=&activity=ybar-mail
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/watchlists/
https://finance.yahoo.com/portfolios/
https://finance.yahoo.com/crypto/
https://finance.yahoo.com/plus-dashboard?ncid=dcm_306158762_490172245_127172993
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/
https://finance.yahoo.com/screener/
https://finance.yahoo.com/calendar/
https://finance.yahoo.com/videos/
https://money.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/screener/predefined/ms_basic_materials/
https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/382977
https://finance.yahoo.com/


10/11/2022, 14:36 FTX Exchange Halts All Crypto Withdrawals

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/ftx-exchange-halts-crypto-withdrawals-215125509.html 5/5

2d ago

1d ago

3h ago

1d ago

18h ago

9h ago

Barrons.com

Bitcoin Prices Tank to a Yearly Low.
What Happens Next.
Panic selling sweeps the digital asset

market after FTX, a major crypto

exchange, turned to a rescue from its…

CoinDesk

FTX Balances Tumbled 87% in 5 Days in Epic Crypto Deposit Run, Data

Shows
A glance at data from Arkham Intelligence shows the behind-the-scenes operational

reality that drove billionaire Sam Bankman-Fried's beleaguered FTX exchange to

order a withdrawal halt this week.

Fortune

Sam Bankman-Fried quietly deletes his claim that FTX customer funds

are safe
The future of client assets locked on crypto exchange FTX remains uncertain, with a

Binance deal that can bail out the company depending on a closer look at the books.

MarketWatch

Disney stock tumbles to worst day since 2001 after ‘massive earnings

downgrade’
Walt Disney Co. has a profit problem, and that's helped send shares of the media

giant to their worst daily performance in more than two decades.

Simply Wall St.

Increases to CEO Compensation Might Be Put On Hold For Now at

Western Digital Corporation (NASDAQ:WDC)
The underwhelming share price performance of Western Digital Corporation (

NASDAQ:WDC ) in the past three years would...

HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SEARCH SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE...

Search for news, symbols or companies Sign in Mail

Finance Watchlists My Portfolio Crypto Yahoo Finance Plus News Screeners Markets Videos Personal Finance Industries Contact U

Page 17 of 37

https://finance.yahoo.com/m/cc4144ce-5442-3cea-b93f-5d4572d79597/bitcoin-prices-tank-to-a.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/ftx-balances-tumbled-87-5-164619837.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/sam-bankman-fried-quietly-deletes-131919377.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/m/3fc7ea4b-0fef-34f7-97a1-3e0fac97d8bd/disney-stock-tumbles-to-worst.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/increases-ceo-compensation-might-put-101820594.html
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://mail.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle
https://search.yahoo.com/search/
https://shopping.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/plus
https://www.yahoo.com/everything/
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&.done=https%3A%2F%2Ffinance.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Fftx-exchange-halts-crypto-withdrawals-215125509.html&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?pspid=&activity=ybar-mail
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/watchlists/
https://finance.yahoo.com/portfolios/
https://finance.yahoo.com/crypto/
https://finance.yahoo.com/plus-dashboard?ncid=dcm_306158762_490172245_127172993
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/
https://finance.yahoo.com/screener/
https://finance.yahoo.com/calendar/
https://finance.yahoo.com/videos/
https://money.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/screener/predefined/ms_basic_materials/
https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/382977
https://finance.yahoo.com/


10/11/2022, 14:45 Binance Walks Away From Deal to Rescue FTX - WSJ

https://www.wsj.com/articles/binance-is-said-to-be-likely-to-walk-away-from-deal-to-buy-ftx-11668020963 1/5

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. Distribution and use of this material are governed by our Subscriber Agreement and by copyright law. For
non-personal use or to order multiple copies, please contact Dow Jones Reprints at 1�800�843�0008 or visit www.djreprints.com.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/binance-is-said-to-be-likely-to-walk-away-from-deal-to-buy-ftx-11668020963

MARKETSCURRENCIESCRYPTOCURRENCY

Binance Walks Away From Deal to
Rescue FTX
Crypto exchange’s decision leaves FTX with uncertain future as it faces multibillion-
dollar shortfall

By Patricia Kowsmann Follow , Caitlin Ostroff Follow  and Berber Jin Follow

Updated Nov. 9, 2022 9�33 pm ET

Crypto exchange Binance reversed course on a rescue offer for FTX Wednesday, leaving the
prominent digital firm with an uncertain future as it faces a shortfall of up to $8 billion, according to
people familiar with the matter.

Binance chose not to go ahead with the nonbinding offer following a review of the company’s
finances, the exchange said. “In the beginning, our hope was to be able to support FTX’s customers to
provide liquidity, but the issues are beyond our control or ability to help,” Binance said in a
statement.

In a call Wednesday with investors in FTX, founder and Chief Executive Sam Bankman-Fried said he
needs emergency funding because of customer withdrawal requests received in recent days, the
people familiar with the matter said. Those requests sparked a debilitating liquidity squeeze.

FTX told investors that it was hoping to raise up to $4 billion in equity to fill the shortfall, people
familiar said.

The implosion of the Binance rescue deal weighed on financial markets already rattled by uncertainty
around the outcome of U.S. midterm elections. The Nasdaq dove around 2.5% Wednesday while the
Dow Jones Industrial Average and S&P 500 both fell around 2%.

Bitcoin, the biggest and best-known cryptocurrency, fell around 16%, bringing its value below
$16,000 for the first time since November 2020. It is now down around 75% from an all-time high
reached in November 2021.

Also on Wednesday, Securities and Exchange Commission Chairman Gary Gensler issued a stern
warning to crypto platforms, after more than a year of encouraging them publicly to register with his
agency. He also likened the broader crypto market to a stack of Jenga blocks that gets weaker with
each failure.

Once seen as a shining survivor in a struggling industry, FTX’s fall has sent shock waves through the
cryptocurrency industry. Just months ago, Mr. Bankman-Fried committed nearly a billion dollars to
bail out struggling cryptocurrency lenders and was an active lobbyist considered widely to be the face
of crypto in Washington.
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Binance’s retreat now leaves FTX’s fate unclear; the cause and full extent of FTX’s financial problems
are unknown. FTX declined to comment.

In an internal FTX slack channel, Mr. Bankman-Fried on Wednesday wrote, “We obviously just saw
Binance’s statement; they relayed that to the media first, not to us, and had not previously informed
us or expressed those reservations,” according to a copy of the message reviewed by The Wall Street
Journal.

Mr. Bankman-Fried wrote that he was working on next steps and doing what he can to protect
customers, employees and investors. “I’m deeply sorry that we got into this place, and for my role in
it. That’s on me, and me alone, and it sucks, and I’m sorry, not that that makes it any better.”

Besides the firm and Mr. Bankman-Fried, well-known institutions that invested in the exchange are
on the hook for potentially big losses. Among investors in a $900 million fundraising last year were
SoftBank Group Corp., Sequoia Capital, hedge fund Third Point and tech-oriented private-equity firm
Thoma Bravo.

In a letter to its investors late Wednesday, Sequoia said it is writing off the $150 million that one of
its funds invested in FTX because of “solvency risk” for the crypto company. “The full nature and
extent of this risk is not known at this time,” the letter said. “Based on our current understanding, we
are marking out investment down to $0.”

Individual traders could also lose funds. FTX has halted withdrawals of both crypto and fiat
currencies from the exchange, according to a pinned post in its official Telegram channel.

Michael Turský, a European crypto trader, said he hasn’t been able to withdraw his nearly $11,000
from FTX since midday Wednesday. Those funds represented around 70% of his liquid net worth, he
said.

FTX founder and Chief Executive Sam Bankman-Fried told investors on Wednesday that the exchange needs emergency
funding due to customers’ recent withdrawal requests.

PHOTO: JEENAH MOON�BLOOMBERG NEWS
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He said he tried to withdraw his cash multiple times, to no avail. “Knowing FTX’s brand and name, I
would have never thought it would go under in a few days,” Mr. Turský said. “Even if it did, I would
have never expected them to stop all withdrawals”

Losses related to FTX spread beyond the firm itself. Stock investors dumped shares of publicly traded
companies that are tied to cryptocurrencies with holdings of them or that derive fees from trading
them.

Shares in Coinbase Global Inc. fell almost 10% despite assurances from its chief executive on Twitter
that the company has sufficient assets for customer withdrawals and doesn’t have any material
exposure to FTX. Coinbase closed at its lowest level since going public last year when it fetched an
$85 billion valuation. Its market value Wednesday was around $10 billion.

Shares of Silvergate Capital Corp., the closest U.S. bank to the crypto world, dropped 12% and have
shed some 75% of their value this year. Shares of MicroStrategy Inc., which pivoted from business
software into largely a buy-and-hold vehicle for bitcoin, fell nearly 20%.

Brokerage app Robinhood Markets Inc., which offers trading in more than just crypto, was burned by
fears that one of its biggest shareholders, Mr. Bankman-Fried, would have to dump his shares.
Robinhood shares dropped nearly 14% on Wednesday, bringing losses for the week to more than
30%.

The cause of the FTX liquidity squeeze still isn’t known, but some investors and crypto holders are
asking if links between the exchange and a related company, Hong Kong crypto-trading firm
Alameda Research, could have contributed to the crisis. Alameda is majority owned by Mr.,
Bankman-Fried, and he founded both FTX and Alameda.

Questions about the depth and extent of FTX and Alameda’s financial relationship grew last week
after CoinDesk published a report that indicated much of Alameda’s balance sheet was made up of
FTT, a cryptocurrency created by FTX.

Changpeng Zhao, CEO of the crypto exchange Binance, which decided it wouldn’t go forward with an o�er for FTX after a
review of its �inances.

PHOTO: ZED JAMESON�BLOOMBERG NEWS
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Cryptocurrency exchanges, like their counterparts in the world of traditional, regulated finance, rely
on a mix of partners to provide digital assets for trading, like bitcoin or ether. So-called market
makers help traders buy and sell. They get paid by collecting a small difference between the bid and
offer price.

Having ties between an exchange and market maker raised governance issues and the potential for
conflicts of interest. In theory, such ties could allow a market maker to potentially trade on privileged
information or use the exchange to inflate or deflate prices of a given security.

“These related-party relationships are all red flags that any regulator would recognize,” said Larry
Harris, a finance professor at the University of Southern California’s Marshall School of Business and
a former Securities and Exchange Commission chief economist.

In traditional financial markets for equities and futures, exchanges are required to be neutral
platforms. Regulators discourage them from being intertwined with trading firms. In the unregulated
world of crypto, though, there aren’t any such constraints.

There were other links between FTX and Alameda, which besides being a market maker traded for its
own purposes. The firm used FTX’s FTT tokens as collateral for loans it took out from other crypto
lenders, according to people familiar with the matter.

FTT went into free fall in the days after the CoinDesk report and has lost around 90% of its value.

Mr. Bankman-Fried previously rebutted the idea Alameda was intertwined with FTX, saying to the
Journal in February that none of FTX’s market makers have access to any nonpublic market data.
And while Alameda trades on FTX, he said, “their volume is a very small fraction of overall exchange
volume, and their account’s access is the same as others.”

—Juliet Chung, Alexander Osipovich, Eric Wallerstein, Paul Kiernan, Eliot Brown, Gunjan Banerji
and Elaine Yu contributed to this article.
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Sam Bankman-Fried has appealed to investors for support to prop up FTX as customers fearful of its financial health demanded their money
back © Bloomberg

Joshua Oliver in London, Richard Waters in San Francisco, Ortenca Aliaj and James
Fontanella-Khan in New York, and William Langley and Chan Ho-him in Hong Kong 11
HOURS AGO

Receive free FTX Trading Ltd updates

We’ll send you a myFT Daily Digest email rounding up the latest FTX Trading Ltd news every morning.

Sign upEnter your email address

FTX is on the brink of collapse as chief Sam Bankman-Fried races to secure billions of
dollars to salvage his empire after Binance ditched an eleventh-hour rescue of one of the
world’s biggest crypto exchanges.

Venture capital firm Sequoia Capital said it would mark down its $214mn investment in
FTX to zero after a run on the exchange in recent days blew a massive hole in its balance
sheet and cast serious doubts over its survival.

“In recent days, a liquidity crunch has created solvency risk for FTX,” Sequoia said in a note
on Wednesday to investors in its fund.

The abrupt change in fortune for FTX and its sister trading firm Alameda Research marks a
spectacular fall for Bankman-Fried, a 30-year-old trader and entrepreneur who is one of
the industry’s most prominent figures. Bankman-Fried was one of the world’s richest
people just months ago, but large swaths of his $24bn fortune will evaporate if FTX and
Al d R h b t

FTX Trading Ltd

FTX on brink of collapse after Binance abandons rescue

Sam Bankman-Fried’s crypto exchange dashes to fill $8bn hole as Sequoia writes down equity on ‘solvency risk’
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Alameda Research go bust.

A collapse would also deal a blow to FTX’s blue-chip backers, which include BlackRock,
Canada’s Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan, SoftBank and hedge fund billionaires Paul Tudor
Jones and Izzy Englander.

In recent days, Bankman-Fried has appealed to investors for support to prop up the
exchange as customers fearful of its financial health demanded their money back. FTX
needs $8bn to steady the ship, according to people with knowledge of the matter.

Bankman-Fried also turned to rival crypto exchanges including OKX and Binance for a
bailout, which led to a shortlived plan by Binance chief executive Changpeng Zhao to buy
FTX and backstop customers’ funds.

Zhao walked away from the table after less than 48 hours of due diligence, having
concluded the scale of the financial problems and potential wrongdoing at FTX made the
deal impossible.

“As a result of corporate due diligence, as well as the latest news reports regarding
mishandled customer funds and alleged US agency investigations, we have decided that we
will not pursue the potential acquisition of FTX.com,” Binance said.

The US Securities and Exchange Commission has expanded an investigation into FTX,
which includes examining the platform’s cryptocurrency lending products and the
management of customer funds, according to a person familiar with the matter.

Wall Street’s regulator launched the probe months ago but sought additional information
after Binance’s acquisition plans were announced on Tuesday, the person added. The
agency is also examining FTX’s relationship with a US entity, FTX US.

Bitcoin, the largest cryptocurrency and a barometer of confidence in the sector, tumbled as
low as $15,700 before steadying at $16,600, down 10 per cent from Wednesday morning.
Investors and traders fear the collapse of FTX and Alameda will trigger another wave of
market panic and losses for those exposed to the firms via lending and trading
relationships.

“Given the size and interlinkages of both FTX and Alameda Research with other entities of
the crypto ecosystem . . . it looks likely that a new cascade of margin calls, deleveraging and
crypto company [and] platform failures is starting similar to what we saw last May [and]
June following the collapse of Terra,” JPMorgan analysts wrote.

Analysts at Moody’s said the spillover from turmoil in the crypto sector to the traditional
financial world was likely to be limited.

Fadi Massih, vice-president at Moody’s Investors Service said: “The lack of regulatory
oversight and the sector’s overall opacity facilitate risky financial strategies, exposing firms
to an environment in which rumours of illiquidity can become self-fulfilling prophecies.”
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From: Christina Rolle  
Sent: 09 November 2022 10:17 AM 
To: sam@ftx.com; jmurray@ftxdigitalmarkets.com 
Cc: 'ryan@ftxdigitalmarkets.com' <ryan@ftxdigitalmarkets.com>; Mechelle Martinborough 
<mmartinborough@scb.gov.bs>; Gawaine Ward <gward@scb.gov.bs>; Renaldo Harding <rharding@scb.gov.bs>; Ashley 
Poitier <apoitier@scb.gov.bs> 
Subject: RE: FTX Liquidity / Sale Rumours 

Good morning Sam, 

Further to my note below, please see some initial queries from the Securities Commission of The Bahamas with respect 
to ongoing issues. Please advise as follows: 

1. Number of clients registered on the FDM platform, total value of assets held for all FDM clients and whether
those assets are held in a segregated account;

2. Total value of client withdrawals from FDM platform over the past week. Have there been any withdrawal
requests that were unsatisfied or that remain outstanding?

3. The extent to which FDM clients’ assets may have been invested, loaned, used as collateral or otherwise
hypothecated or encumbered on behalf of FDM, Alameda, other related parties and/or third parties;

Please also provide an explanation with respect to the following: 
1. Which FTX Group entity is party to the non-binding LOI with Binance? What are the terms of the LOI and what is

the potential impact for clients of FDM;
2. Details of the connection between FDM and Alameda. Were there any services provided by Alameda to FDM or

vice versa? Were there any related party or counterparty transactions between the entities.

Please also provide a sample of FDM’s client agreement (including general terms and conditions). 

Your urgent attention and response by end of day is needed. If you wish to discuss, please feel free to reach out to us. 

With kind regards, 

From: Christina Rolle  
Sent: 08 November 2022 3:11 PM 
To: sam@ftx.com; jmurray@ftxdigitalmarkets.com 
Cc: Ashley Poitier <apoitier@scb.gov.bs>; Renaldo Harding <rharding@scb.gov.bs> 
Subject: RE: FTX Liquidity / Sale Rumours 

Thank you for your note, Sam 
We are keen to understand the issues as they specifically relate to the regulated entity including potential impact 
for clients. Please get in touch soonest. 
Due to the Tropical Storm alert, we will be working from home until the all clear is given but I will be 
reachable by email and by phone (422-4058). 
Take care and kind regards, 
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Sent from my Galaxy 

 
 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: Sam Bankman-Fried <sam@ftx.com>  
Date: 11/8/22 2:48 PM (GMT-05:00)  
To: Christina Rolle <crolle@scb.gov.bs>, jmurray@ftxdigitalmarkets.com  
Cc: Ashley Poitier <apoitier@scb.gov.bs>, Renaldo Harding <rharding@scb.gov.bs>  
Subject: Re: FTX Liquidity / Sale Rumours  
 
Hey!  I’m pretty pressed for time but will make sure that we talk to you ASAP; I’ll briefly say that, as of now, 
no sale has happened or been finalized although there are active talks.  We’ll keep you updated about those. 
 
— 
Sam Bankman-Fried 

 

On November 8, 2022 at 8:43 PM GMT+3 crolle@scb.gov.bs wrote: 

Thanks for the acknowledgement, Jessica. 

I will be tied up from 13:00 to 15:00… it would be good it that call can take place today. 

With kind regards, 

  

From: Jessica Murray [mailto:jmurray@ftxdigitalmarkets.com]  
Sent: 08 November 2022 12:08 PM 
To: Christina Rolle <crolle@scb.gov.bs>; sam@ftx.com 
Cc: Ashley Poitier <apoitier@scb.gov.bs>; Renaldo Harding <rharding@scb.gov.bs> 
Subject: Re: FTX Liquidity / Sale Rumours 

  

Hello Ms. Rolle, 

  

Your email is well received. Let me confirm a day and time and revert.  

  

Kind Regards, 

Page 28 of 37



3

Jessica 

  

— 

Jessica Murray 

 

On November 8, 2022 at 11:37 AM EST crolle@scb.gov.bs wrote: 

Good morning Sam / Jessica, 
  
Please advise your availability to meet with the Securities Commission of The Bahamas 
to discuss recent press regarding liquidity issues as well as the potential acquisition of 
FTX by Binance. 
  
We would appreciate to meet as soon as today, if possible. Let us know and we will set 
up a Zoom/Teams link for a call. 
  
With kind regards, 
  

 

Christina Rolle . Executive Director 
e-mail: crolle@scb.gov.bs 
telephone: (242) 397-4100                 fax: (242) 356-7530                web: www.scb.gov.bs 

Poinciana House | North Building, 2nd Floor | 31A East Bay St | P. O. Box N-8347 | Nassau, 
The Bahamas  

   Please consider the environment before printing this email message. 

  

The information in this e-mail (including attachments) is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this e-mail by 
anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any review, disclosure, reproduction, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in 
reliance on the e-mail message, is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail and delete all parts of this e
from your computer(s) and eventual service provider computer(s). 
 
The Securities Commission of The Bahamas (the Commission) is neither liable for the proper and complete transmission of the information contained in this 
communication nor for any delay in its receipt. While the Commission has taken every reasonable precaution to ensure that any attachment to this e-mail has been 
scanned for viruses, the Commission does not accept any liability for the presence of any viruses and/or any loss or damage suffered as a result. Any opinions 
expressed are those of the author and are not necessarily endorsed by the Commission. 
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Christina Rolle . Executive Director 
e-mail: crolle@scb.gov.bs 
telephone: (242) 397-4100                 fax: (242) 356-7530                web: www.scb.gov.bs 

Poinciana House | North Building, 2nd Floor | 31A East Bay St | P. O. Box N-8347 | Nassau, 
The Bahamas  

   Please consider the environment before printing this email message.  

The information in this e-mail (including attachments) is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this e-mail by 
anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any review, disclosure, reproduction, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in 
reliance on the e-mail message, is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail and delete all parts of this e-mail 
from your computer(s) and eventual service provider computer(s). 
 
The Securities Commission of The Bahamas (the Commission) is neither liable for the proper and complete transmission of the information contained in this 
communication nor for any delay in its receipt. While the Commission has taken every reasonable precaution to ensure that any attachment to this e-mail has been 
scanned for viruses, the Commission does not accept any liability for the presence of any viruses and/or any loss or damage suffered as a result. Any opinions 
expressed are those of the author and are not necessarily endorsed by the Commission. 
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From: Sam Bankman-Fried [mailto:sam@ftx.com]  
Sent: 09 November 2022 9:27 PM 
To: RYAN PINDER <ryanpinder@bahamas.gov.bs> 
Cc: Joe Bankman <joebankman@gmail.com>; Can Sun <can@ftx.com>; rsalame@ftx.com; constance@ftx.com; Christina 
Rolle <crolle@scb.gov.bs>; allyson@clementmaynard.com 
Subject: Re: FTX / Binance 

Hi all, 

I'm really sorry about the delayed responses here -- it's been a hectic week but that's on me.  Myself, and Joe 
(cc'ed), will be responsive going forward. 

And I'm also deeply sorry for ending up in this position in the first place. 

I'll give the answers I can give right now and try to get to the others ASAP. 

1) Right now we are focused on one thing: making customers whole.  We are focusing exclusively on doing
that this week.  We are ceasing all nonessential operations beyond that.  I am doing everything I can to try to
do right by our customers.

2) I have not briefed the securities commission.  I would be more than happy to have a phone call with you, the
PM, and the SCB in the next few days to give a thorough overview of the situation.

3) I am cautiously optimistic that we will be able to survive the turmoil and have enough liquidity for all
customer withdrawals, and that is my sole focus this week.  I will keep you guys updated.

4) We are investigating a more thorough answer to this question; we did not intend to, but are concerned that
poor risk management lead to a liquidity issue.

5) As you saw, Binance did not end up following through on their transaction.  However, we are in the middle of
a separate process to make users whole; we will know within a week if that comes through.  So far, we have
strong indications of interest that would be more than enough to cover all liquidity needs; we are working on
confirming those.  I am cautiously optimistic that we will be able to.

6) We are deeply grateful for what The Bahamas has done for us, and deeply committed to it.  We are also
deeply sorry about this mess.

As part of this: we have segregated funds for all Bahamian customers on FTX.  And we would be more than 
happy to open up withdrawals for all Bahamian customers on FTX, so that they can, 
tomorrow, fully withdraw all of their assets, making them fully whole.  It's your call whether you want us 
to do this--but we are more than happy to and would consider it the very least of our duty to the country, and 
could open it up immediately if you reply saying you want us to.  If we don't hear back from you, we are going 
to go ahead and do it tomorrow. 

— 
Sam Bankman-Fried 
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On November 9, 2022 at 6:00 PM EST ryanpinder@bahamas.gov.bs wrote: 

Thank you Sam.  Joe, Constance, Ryan - please provide me with a brief and answers to the 
questions below so I can provide the Prime Minister an update 
 
Ryan 
 
 
L. Ryan Pinder, K.C. 
Senator, Attorney General of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas 
Office of the Attorney-General and Ministry of Legal Affairs 
Paul L. Adderley Building 
No. 18 John F. Kennedy Drive 
P. O. Box N-3007 
Nassau, N.P., The Bahamas 
 

-----"Sam Bankman-Fried" <sam@ftx.com> wrote: ----- 
To: "RYAN PINDER" <ryanpinder@bahamas.gov.bs> 
From: "Sam Bankman-Fried" <sam@ftx.com> 
Date: 11/09/2022 04:16PM 
Cc: "Can Sun" <can@ftx.com>, "rsalame@ftx.com" <rsalame@ftx.com>, 
"constance@ftx.com" <constance@ftx.com>, "Joe Bankman" <joebankman@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: FTX / Binance 

Hey! 
 
Sorry giving updates as I can.  Things moving quickly. 
 
I can't give as confident answers as I'd like to all of those.  My currently only priority is 
doing right by customers, and doing whatever I can for that; right now that means 
prioritizing, above everything else, getting funding to fill the liquidity gap so that all 
customers can be made liquid. 
 
cc'ing Joe/Constance/Ryan who can give more details. 
 
— 
Sam Bankman-Fried 

 

On November 9, 2022 at 8:03 AM EST ryanpinder@bahamas.gov.bs wrote: 

Thank you Dan and Can, 
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As I understand the structure, FTX.com (the entity subject of the LOI with 
Binance) is the trading platform and exchange operations and in a corporate 
structure separate from FTX Digital Markets, the Bahamian licensed 
entity.  FTX DM however is in a corporate structure with Alameda Research 
who is an upstream shareholder of FTX DM.  We are mindful of the balance 
sheet exposure that is reported for Alameda to FTT whose value has collapsed 
in the open market.  As such, The Government of The Bahamas would like to 
ask some questions, and get an update on the current situation.  I will be 
briefing the Prime Minister later today.  Can you please assist with a briefing 
update as well as addressing the following questions: 
 
1) Has a decision been made on the operations of FTX DM in The 
Bahamas?  If so, what are they? 
 
2) Has the Securities Commission been briefed on the matters affecting FTX 
and the reciprocal effects on FTX DM, the regulated entity?  If so, please 
forward that brief.   
 
3) What is the financial situation of Alameda and do you anticipate it to 
survive the current market turmoil? 
 
4) At any time, and especially in the recent months and currently, has any 
company in the corporate structure of FTX DM, inclusive of 
Alameda, leveraged or exposed client assets in any way and for any purpose? 
 
5) What are the timeframes to complete the Binance transaction, assuming it 
goes through, and how would that affect Alameda, FTX DM and the US operations 
of FTX? 
 
6) What is the ongoing commitment to The Bahamas? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Ryan 
 
 
 
L. Ryan Pinder, K.C. 
Senator, Attorney General of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas 
Office of the Attorney-General and Ministry of Legal Affairs 
Paul L. Adderley Building 
No. 18 John F. Kennedy Drive 
P. O. Box N-3007 
Nassau, N.P., The Bahamas 
 

-----"Daniel Friedberg" <dan@ftx.com> wrote: ----- 
To: "Can Sun" <can@ftx.com>, "RYAN PINDER" 
<RYANPINDER@bahamas.gov.bs> 
From: "Daniel Friedberg" <dan@ftx.com> 
Date: 11/08/2022 04:58PM 
Cc: sam@ftx.com 
Subject: Re: FTX / Binance 

Hi Ryan - sorry for the delay. Can is on island and will coordinate. 
 
On Tue, Nov 8, 2022 at 11:29 AM RYAN PINDER 
<RYANPINDER@bahamas.gov.bs> wrote: 
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Good morning, I know it must be a hectic time.  Is there more information 
you can share with us regarding the purported LOI between FTX and 
Binance? 
 
Ryan 
 
 
L. Ryan Pinder, K.C. 
Senator, Attorney General of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas 
Office of the Attorney-General and Ministry of Legal Affairs 
Paul L. Adderley Building 
No. 18 John F. Kennedy Drive 
P. O. Box N-3007 
Nassau, N.P., The Bahamas 
 

- 
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e-mail: crolle@scb.gov.bs 
telephone: (242) 397-4100                 fax: (242) 356-7530                web: www.scb.gov.bs 
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The information in this e-mail (including attachments) is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this e-mail by 
anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any review, disclosure, reproduction, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in 
reliance on the e-mail message, is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail and delete all parts of this e-mail 
from your computer(s) and eventual service provider computer(s). 
 
The Securities Commission of The Bahamas (the Commission) is neither liable for the proper and complete transmission of the information contained in this 
communication nor for any delay in its receipt. While the Commission has taken every reasonable precaution to ensure that any attachment to this e-mail has been 
scanned for viruses, the Commission does not accept any liability for the presence of any viruses and/or any loss or damage suffered as a result. Any opinions 
expressed are those of the author and are not necessarily endorsed by the Commission. 
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URGENT 
VIA EMAIL: CLAYTON.FERNANDER@OUTLOOK.COM 
 
 
9th November 2022 
 
 
Clayton Fernander 
Commissioner of Police 
Royal Bahamas Police Force 
East Street, 
Nassau, Bahamas 
 
 
Dear Commissioner Fernander, 
 
RE: Request for Police Investigation - FTX Digital Markets Ltd 
 
The Securities Commission of The Bahamas (“the Commission”) hereby writes to request that the Royal 
Bahamas Police Force (“RBPF”) Financial Crimes Investigation Branch conducts an investigation relative 
to FTX Digital Markets Ltd (“FTX Digital”). 
 
FTX Digital is a company duly incorporated under the laws of The Bahamas and is registered as a digital 
asset business under the Digital Assets and Registered Exchanges Act, 2020 (“the DARE Act”). The 
Commission is the regulator of FTX Digital. 
 
The RBPF may be aware of the reports in both the international and local media, which directly relates to 
and impacts FTX Digital, including the possible mishandling of clients’ assets.   
  
Regrettably, the Commission was informed today by Mr. Ryan Salame (“Mr. Salame”) who is the Chairman 
of FTX Digital that clients’ assets which may have been held with FTX Digital were transferred to Alameda 
Research (“Alameda”).  Alameda and FTX Digital are related companies, specifically, Mr. Samuel 
Bankman-Fried is a founder of both FTX Digital and Alameda.  
 
The Commission understood Mr. Salame as advising that the transfer of clients’ assets in this manner was 
contrary to the normal corporate governance and operations of FTX Digital. Put simply, that such transfers 
were not allowed and therefore may constitute misappropriation, theft, fraud or some other crime.  

 
Mr. Salame further advised the Commission that there were only three (3) persons who had the necessary 
codes (or passwords) to transfer clients’ assets to Alameda in this manner, that is, the founders of FTX 
Digital who are: (i) Mr. Samuel Bankman-Fried; (ii) Mr. Nishad Singh and (iii) Mr. Zixiao (Gary) Wang.  

 
Given this possible unlawful activity and the ramifications associated with same, we wish for the RBPF to 
investigate this matter on an urgent basis  
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Based on the Commission’s knowledge, Mr. Bankman-Fried, Mr. Nishad Singh and Mr. Zixiao (Gary) Wang 
are presently on the Island of New Providence and all normally reside at Albany. Mr. Salame is not in the 
jurisdiction and is reportedly in Washington, DC at present. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further information from the Commission at this stage.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Christina Rolle 
Executive Director 
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